Charmiane Freeman
Paying It Forward

The barnstormer who landed in the field near her home in Tennessee
charged Charmiane’s parents two bits to take their eight-year-old for her
first airplane ride. Although it would be more than three decades later
before she took her second fight, that open cockpit biplane ride was one
of the most defining moments in their young daughter’s life.

When Charmiane Freeman’s duties as wife, mother and high school
teacher were mostly behind her, she received her pilot’s license at age 45,
and at 50, she had earned a master’s degree in aviation education. For the
next 35-plus years, she put passion and lesson plans together by teaching
people how to fly.

No one around her home town of Dyersburg, Tenn., really knows how
many people she has trained to fly over the years. Everyone concedes that
the number of people she has instructed is in the hundreds. Even decades
after earning their pilot licenses, they still call to thank her for changing
their lives. Some even say they can still hear her words as if she’s still there
beside them when they fly.

For example, a dentist called Charmiane recently told her about his
flight with his daughter and two of her friends. They lost an engine,
but the pilot executed a perfect emergency landing. The dentist phoned
Charmiane immediately and told her he heard her voice talking him
through the emergency checklist all the way to a safe touchdown.

For anyone who thinks
about putting off learning
to fly, she encourages them
to follow their hearts—just
as she has for the last 40
years. Still an active pilot and
flight instructor, Charmiane
Freeman plans to be flying on
her birthday this fall. She’ll be
85 years old.
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